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B-17G crash site concluding findings of Aircraft #44-6141, “Sneakin Deacon”
United States Army Air Forces, 384th Bomber Group, 544th Bomber Squadron
Date Found: 14 March 2018. Identified June 2020,

Northwest of Weicherdange, Luxembourg

Focus and Interrelated Effort:

- Positive identification of aircraft wreck site. Site is geographically linked to ongoing
investigation of 91st Bomber Group US Army Air Forces aircraft 43-38911, “Bull Session”.
- Ongoing search effort for discovering the whereabouts of the crash site for USAAF aircraft
43-38911 and possible discovery of two MIA personnel.
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384th Bombardment Group (Heavy) in World War Il

PATRICK L. MURPHY
WWII Battlefield Research and Preservation Grodigbl Grand Duchy of Luxembourg

ABSTRACT

This report focuses on the verification of a previously known crash site unidentified for 76 years tightly
intermixed with an ongoing active case file for two MIA. The first phase of the MIA case is finding the
wreckage location of the US Army AForces B17 # 4338911, near Boevange/Wincrange. Phase Il

focuses on establishing hard evidence supporting the whereabouts of the missing Airman Sgt. MICHAEL
HOLOWATY, and Sgt. STEPHEN P. WULDERK, Sgt Wulderk, previously not known to be missing until
the2017 summer field season by the discovery of information in a US government report.

Archive data includes Combat Mission Record, posident documents obtained from the National

Archives, 384th Bombardment Group (Heavy) in World War II, and the U&dke Historical Research
Agency, (USAFHRA).

Hallmark Statement to Integrity of Scientific Research

Conducting facbased scientific research is essential for shared human history; we have the utmost and
profound respect for the heritage and culturs@neation that goes with it. Respect for the land, both public
and private is imperative. The goal is to conduct research with full respect and cooperation with all parties
ownership. That said permission of private landowners through cadaster raatindsizations of permits

with various government agencies, and maintaining heritage/historic integrity of the land is necessary. Thi
statement has become a hallmark for the organization.

The Centre National de la Recherche Archéologique (CNRA) is alsoaght after and a primary resource

for scientific guidelines and advice. As in the past, full cooperation is with, landowners, the community, the
Department of Forestry, Luxembourg Army SEDAL, the Police, and the US Department of Defense
POW/MIA Accountng Agency (DPAA).
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INTRODUCTION
2018 THE MOVE NORTHEAST - SEARCH FOR THE CRASH SITE

A search began in 2017 with goals of establishing the wreck site/sites for the aircraft initially started out
searching for, USAAF, 874338911, ABul | Sfeskat downmoo 14 Jahumary $945as it ¢ r a
entered the West Luxembourg border area of Wincrange/Boevange area 20,000 feet above the forest nar
Beigerhaard. It belonged to the 91st Bomber Group, 323rd Bomber Squadron of Bassingborn UK, AAF
Stationr 121. This ase is ongoing and would just add confusion if detailed too much at this time. For
simplicity, it will be best to familiarize the reader with the circumstance as to how the two cases relate.

Beigerhaard

The search of Bull Session in the Beigerhaardstpedense 4.5 square kilometer area of a combination of
pine, oak, beech, and birch trees, inhabited by loads of deer, both large and small varieties, raccoons, wil
boar, fox, badgers, wild cats, and other small animals. The search began on whtteverpk known at

the time about its crash location. Information only based on a couple of photos and local accounts after th:
war while salvaging pieces of the plane from the forest. The recovered remains of the Flibdf,Gmd
Navigator were neand in the area of Boevange in 1945/46. In summer 2017, 70% of the Beigerhaard
forest had been searched, as much of the 4.5 square km area as possible, only turning up a few small
aluminum pieces and a half dozen rivets. Once the primary location/s dé&gesfound, a focused search

for the two MIA would pursue. Findings began to form a pattern, a pattern that connected clues found in a
area 10.5 km Northeast that had three identified remains of the crew and a small section of the aircraft fou
by 35th Dvision ground troops in fighting attached to &igth Armored Division late January.

’
Tail zunner found along e road
by US-mfantry

Z:m'sm»;’m .

—

+of FAS 1 Batt

Figure4-1, Geoportal WWIIBRPG
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Late in the 2017 season, plans were to press forward to the North and East direction of the Beigerhaard i
direction of Weicherdange for 2018. Being informed that there was ancthizmBeck in the

Gebranntebierg area; details were requested as tolegatibn and any documentation such as a Missing

Air Crew Report (MACR), the serial number of aircraft, names of the crew, and any captured German
reports on it. At the time, none of this information was known, and that only a date of 30 November 1944
thata B-17 crashed there and the crew survived. The incident as to knowledge at the time written as follow

John Derneden;

1.CRASHband 1,1999,BL 7, 14 January 1945, Wei28herdange fAC

2. CRASH band 1130/11/44, B17 Weicherdange,g®250, and pg.245 301-44 Weicherdange,

ifGebranntebiergo

3.E.T. Melchets BOMBENANGRIFFE AUF LUXEMBOURG IN ZWEI WELTKRIEGEN, pg.280,
30:11-44, Esel bor n, AWol f shof o

Immediate researching for data to uphold the claim started, so to avoid runnitigeimgsterious aircraft
and killing time used to search for-88911. At the time and throughout 2017 to +A@P0 no additional
information surfaced. A look ithe Boeing Flying Fortress Registdata compiled by Joe Baughetid not
showa B-17 crashing/or missing in the 10km area of Weicherdange in any of the 680+ p&§eklotd or
around that timérame, B17F or G model.

Inquiries to the Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) to daiglek this
information were s&t; they responded back with a list of known A/C dates and localities, none of which are
a B-17 on 114-45. Nor were there any MACR found to support any such incident.

Email excerpt from DPAA:

You asked what other crashes occurred in the vicinity of s@anch area. Using Eselborn as a center
point, DPAA is tracking 8 resolved airashes within 10 kilometerghis information is drawn from last
known locations as given in MACRs, and also present in Bishop & Hey's Losise8tbf Air ForceQur
databa® shows the following:

P-47D at Troisvierges 16-1-45,

B-24H at Hupperdange

P-38J 20 km S of St. Vith (possibly in Germaiiy32-1-45 Hosingen

B-26B 16 km E of Bastogne

B-26C west of Eschweiler

3 x P47Ds near Hosingen, 2245

B-24H, Heinerscheid, 184-44

US Bomber, Heinerscheid 8EP 44

B-17, Heinerscheid-1- 45.

P-47, Hupperdange, 28-44

B26, Hosingen, 232-44

A26, Grindhausen, 261-45,

* The Boeing Flying Fortress Registry listegy B-17 built, where it deployed andhat its status is/was, including
after war scrapping or sales.
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AIRCRAFT DETAILS

Serial Number: 446141

Name:SNEAKIN DEACON

ManufacturerBuilt by the Douglas Aircraft Company

Squadron:  544th Bombardment Squadron (H)

Aircraft ID Code:  SU*F

Start Date: 10 June 1944. New Replacement AC.

Missions: This aircraft was credited with 64 combat missions with thel884t
End Date: 30 November 1944 afled to return from combat operations.
Production Block: B-17G45DL

This aircraft made it
to Englandthe

(ETO) European
Theater of
Operations inJune
1944 assigned to the
384" Bombardment
Group, 544
Bombardment
Squadron Amy Air
Force Station 106
Grafton Underwood
UK. She shows up
on thisbomber group
inventory dated 6
October 1944.
Figure 61, 384th
Bombardment Group
(Heavy) in World
War Il website

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020



\‘

BATTLEFIELDRESEARCH AND PRESERVATION GROUP

B-17G Flying Fortress

Accommodatiorn 2 pilots, bombardier, navigator, ragiperator, 5 gunners
Engines: 4X895kW (1200HP) 18207 Wright radial engines made by Studebaker.
Max Speed:287/mph.

Range: 3,750 miles

Ceiling: 35,600 feet

Dimensions:

Span: 103 ft. 9 inches.

Length: 74 ft. 4 inches.

Height: 19 ft. 1 inch.

Weight: 65,000lbs.Gross

Armament: X2 .50 cal. Browning MG Ball turret, chin, Top turret, tail, two waist, cheek and ventral
positions. 13 Total plus approx. 5,000 rds of .50 cal ammo

Load: 9,60Gpound bomb load
https://www.boeing.com/history/productsl-flying-fortress.page

44-6141BOMBING MISSION SUMMA RY

This aircraft, 446141lost 30, Novembed 944, suffering damage during bombing nuego Zeitz
Germany.

CREW DATA:

POSITION CREWMEMBER

PILOT FLESHMAN, WARREN GRAY
CO-PILOT LANEY, JOHN NEAL
NAVIGATOR COCHRAN, JOHN EDWARD, JR
TOGGLIER DECKER, FLOYD VIRGIL

RADIO OPERATOR RICHARDSON, WILLIAM H
ENG/TOP TURRET WOODRUFF, WALTER C, JR
BALL TURRET MITCHELL, OREAL H

TAIL GUNNER GALETTO, ANTHONY J

WAIST GUNNER, BAUMANN, FREDERICK H

Twelve aircraft belonging to thé1*Combat Wingi B o g r & BambardthéntGrouyp44" Bomber
Squadrorposted aArmy Air Station 106 Grafton Underwoodefft the tarmac between 09:2810:03hrs.
Aircraft from the 544th Squadron weall signed,ii C| ir ok e Ai r c r-@l#ildesignatéd@g , 44
i Cl i-kdnelassigned to position #5 law-levelformation After takeoff, aircraftassigned téow-level
formationmaneuveredhto the group. Attachetbthei BO gr oup of the mission
be the synthetic oil refinery of Zeitz, Germa@nce the group hadrmed and on their wayhey departed
the English coast at 11:06s.near Felixstowe flying at 10,00eet;all wasprecedingo standard operation.
The groupthencrossed over the Belgian coast at Ostend at Iir2@ncountering néner flak nor enemy
aircraft all the way to target.

At theIP (Initial Poin{) of the primary targedt 13:4%rs.the haze from the smolsereensand contrailf

the | ead groupods war r adeadhighaad mdevelgnubstwentyn250 péuad | o w
bombsdroppedrom each shiat 14:19n the town ofWintersdorfa TO (Target of Opportuniy 6 and %2

miles EastSouthwest othe primary targetDuring the bombingthe group encountered moderate, duite
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accurate flakTwo aircraft were struchy this flak, acraft # £-37713 piloted by LtHugh L.Evens the
port wingman td_t. Warren GFleshmarwh o 6 s a i61¥4t, also Euffered flak damageother
aircraft was also reported MIA, 48409 piloted by Lt. Chamfor unknown reasons.

After bombs away he rest of the squaains and group then banked rigimthe planned route to England
heading backn thereverse direction of advancement from targeé¥ltinlhauserFrarkfurt-KoblenzLiege-
BrusselsOstendwithout further difficulties reaching Liege about 15:3he Group departed the Belgian
coast at 16:22 and crossed the English coastal beaclbét 16:

- NEWCASTLE 10 PRAGUE
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Figure 81, 384th Bombardmer@roup (Heavy) in World War IUSAFHRA

The two aircrafthat failed o return flew inthe #4 and #5 position of thew-level group. Because of these
planes no longer beirgpserved from the rest of tii@mation,no special notes made of their
circumstanes, and werassumed lost or straggleehind as noted on the formation sheet.

Figure8-2, 384th Bombardment Group (Heavy) in World WaBAFHRA
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Noted in the Mission @nmay Sortie Repor{1) provided bythe 384th Bombardment Group (Heavy) in
World War llwebsite [ SortieEnginephp Rev. 3.1.2, 4 October 20R&port generated: 21 June 2020,
12:23 PM (PDT) Sortie Report.php Rev. 3.3, 6 April 2Q-andalso based on whatveitten in the Boeing
Flying Fortress Registr{2) data compiled by Joe Baughéris aircraft was said to have crashed in France,
30 November 1944ral was scrapped, but there iskmowndata upholding this claim.

(1). SORTIE DATA:

COMBAT CREDIT STATUS

YES COMPLETED MISSION

COMMENTS: FORCED LANDING IN FRANCE DUE TO BATTLE DAMAGE; SALVAGED.
TYPE SERIAL NUMBER SQ CODE NAME

B-17G 446141 SU*F SNEAKIN DEACON

(2). History: 44-6141 Del Tulsa 12/5/44; Kearney 25/5/44; Db/ 1/6/44; Ass 544BS/384BG [SE)
Grafton Underwood 10/6/44; b/d Merseburg 30/11/44 w/unknown pilldErance, Sal.

There is no Missing Air Crew Report (MACR), or filed aircraft incident to Adjutant. The mistegoisot
mentioned in Morning Reportddd either, only that the crew survived and made it back to Engkand

shown in hese Morning Reports 7 Decemii®d4 According to archives, the aircrasupposed to have
crashed in France atldensalvaged. Thassumption for this was that they must have bailed out over
Luxembourgand parachutingh near theBelgianborder. Being that the area of Bplim speaks French,
Onewould think that they must have thought they came down in Fréneaslater confirmedhatwith an
interview ofcrewmembers hat i1t was said they bailed out ove
rescued in Belgiunassuspected.

* (FayersHallin and Bland), the crew reported that they had bailed out over "no man's land" in Luxgrabdwrere safe in
Belgium*.

NING REPORT
NING REPOR
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Figure9-1, 544" Morning report 7, December 194384th Bombardment Group (Heavy) in World War Il
website
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We now knowthe facts surrounding thtaseafterfour long tedious field seasons reesing345kg of what
used to balmost 30,000 kof aircraftestimating to be tens of thousands of small pieces to include 1,600
rounds of .50 caliber ammunitiameighing 70kg. There weralso other mentions of this incident in which
are responsibléor involvement in the casm which will be detailed in the next section.
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ESTABLISHING POSITIVE PROOF OF IDENTIFICATION

ABircherknuppo

In March2018, contactvith thefamily of MIA Stephen P. WulderghancedThe Wulderk family sent
several emails expressing their very excited and enthusiastic desire to assist in any way they could be of |
to the research effort. They also acknowledged that the s&agbhnot produce the result wanted

They sent documés as well as copies of Christmas cards between the mothers, letters, and pictures of
Stephen, and even the last letter he wrote home. They sent on request every piece of information they he
on the case plus, private documents to put a personal totlah $tory for a book written when the case is
finally closed. The documents sent included, an article translated from German to English about the crash
site near Weicherdange, and presented it as Bull Session! Primary aircraft searched. The articteewas wri
by Guy Diederich, Mr. Diederich is a resident of Weicherdange and seen as the local war hikianago

the village is where the Bombardier James D. Buescher was taken for POW (Prisoner of War) processing

The article (2005) told a short story aibohe incident as well as pointing out the location of the wreckage.
He also mentioned that James Buescher visited the area (Weicherdange) in 2003 with his wife to see the
and town he was taken as a POW. The Meisch farm, which has ownership otlemerakh site fields, was
the German Red Cross in Weicherdange, which processed the US prisoners.

Mid-March 2018 began with some reconnaissance and interviews with residents showing that there was
aircraft wreckage coming from forest/fields. éfinterviews and visiting wittMr. Guy Diederich,

convincing evidence pointed to a crash site in the area and the date that fit the bomber being searched fo
43-38911 With the newgovernmensearch permit secured, a scientific sysiBosearch of the ardgegan.
Permission was also granted and documented by property owners in the area to search.

Il n May 2018, there was a meeting in Miesau Gern
POW/ MI A Accounting Agencyo0 (sbeRadstematidplan to proceed based t
on data collected at the time. It was agreed the location was highly suspected to be the correct aircraft in
guestion. The crash zone is approximately 350X280 meter area. Based on the data given, it was pretty
convircing that the site was most likely that of Bull Session and thus, began a search to prove 100% the
identity of this site as to whatever aircraft it may be. If | proved it to be Bull Session, it would have
established a base point for searching for theMM, if it were another aircraft, then incorrect data would
have been revised and that case resolved as well.

Further conversation with Mr. Diederich, said that his father had told him as well as other people in the
village at the time of the crash, it svane of the coldest winters in a long time. Also, there were no US
bodies found at the site, only one soldier was taken, that being James D. Buescher. Several boys in the
village had gone out to the wreck and taken pieces/parts as souvenirs. They iatsotgmible with the
fathers, and the fistuffo was thrown back into t
there were no US troops here, the Germans were still in town and had closed the area off to locals and tht
were still ighting the Americans. Weichrdange was libed2é January 1944 by advancing troops of the

28th Cavalry Squadron of the 6th Calvary Group attached with the 26th Division.

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020
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Mr. Diederich explained that his father had been thareng the salvage operation, spring of 1945 when a
salvage company came to pick up the engines. The company had also roped off the area warning locals t
stay away for munitions were around. He too had in his possession several pieces from the gigeeOne
found in the foundations of a shed he and his father was tearing down to rebuild, it was a piece of the
airframe. He also had one of the large fuselage armor plates. Also asked if he had recovered any data pla
with numbers or dates, because hefoatd a piece with the data plate on it sayiny& and dated 1943

he said that the plane was & BF. He said the tag was at the local military museum in Clervaux

Figure 111, Clervaux Museum, WWIIBRPG

Figure 11-2, WWIIBRPG

At the museum, sureendug t here was a piece of the exhaust
Engine piece, B 7F, crashed near #AWol fshofo Esel born,
book. A couple of issues with that were, one, the piece came froohévéange, not Eselborn and two, the
piece does not identify the aircraft, type, or date built/delivered, only that this exhaust collector was first
built for a B-17F, Aprik28 1944. Engine swapping occurred almost daily, as many F models were
cannibalizedused as parts surplus from summer 1944 onward as they were old stock. The other confusior
was that another piece was a chair, labeled as navigator cHalF; B/eicherdange 3 November 1944. The
chair was actually a radio operatorés chair.

Figure 113, Clervaux museum/N\WIIBRPG Figure 114
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Thi s

radi o
picture.

Figure 121, web

Photo © 2000 Hawk

The transmitter and receiver for the plot and co-piet
wave mounted on & rack sbove the large transmitter
shown at left

Just aft of the cockpit was the compartment shared by
the radio operator and the navigator. Although the radio
gear in Catalinas vavied 10 some degree depending on &
number of factors, the equipment found in the PRY-5 at
the National Museum of Naval Aviation is typical.  This
large transmitter was located just forward of the radio
operator’s chair on the right side of the compartment.

The radko operator’s receiver, his transmitter, a frequency The main distridution panel for the electrical system was
meter, and other goar were mounted on shelves above mounted on the aft butkhead at the radio operator’s sta
his table. Note the key on the table. tion. Four apare tuning units are below it

Figure 122, web Figure 123, web

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020
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Suspicions were that there might be two aircraft, two different dates, one Nov 1944 and one Jan 1945 anc
several locations, or one aircraft spread over several locations or all the above. The onlgevsyréowas

to recover nosdisputable evidence from the crash site to verify the identity of the site and establish a fact
based presentation of events, accomplished as written in Mission Summary.

Food for thought; If this plane or anotheilB had comelown 3011-4 4 as stated in ET
the book Crash Band I/ll, the US forces may have recorded it and secured the area as the US forces occt
that area since 11 September 1944. They would have also secured the crew and returned suhavors tc
home station. In midNovember 1944, the area was in control of the 28th Division, Head Quartered in Wiltz
after exchanging combat zones with the 8th Infantry Division. The village of Doennange, (Di&njen) bein
occupied by the 110th reserve, 2nd Badtaliunder Lt Col. Ross C. Henbest on 10 December and only 1.8
km west of the crash site. To date, no reports have surfaced to support interactions from units in that are
the time of the said crash in November.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

The site liesl.6 km, 335 degrees Nortiorthwestof the town of Weicherdang a hill called

i Bi r ¢ h e The exteqt pf the wreck covers approximately 598m in a Northeast to Southwest direction
and 367m Northwest to Southeast as confirmed with small fragmethiswafeckage of nominal value.
Ninety-five percent of the site is open graze field and rotation crop fields, the rest lies in conifer forest, bott
mature and undeveloped. The wreckage zone is on a westerly slope of 10m per 260m. It has an average
elevation feight of 495m. Luxembourg grid reference puts it, E66325, N124103. All soil is typical Ardennes
light brown(7.5YR 4/4i 5YR 3/4)clay mixed with small chards of grey schist

A+10m A-Om Al0m

501 ¢ 3

VI = = L1 1 1 1

T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
20 40 0O 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240 260

Figure 131, Gegportal Lux WWIIBRPG

Efforts to preserve the surfaggegrity by not disturbing the area as much as possblifure recovery is
essentialf it were to bethe aircraft (4338911)and any possible remains to be on site.
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Site search areanear Weicherdange

The general researelnea containingircraftwreckagewvas separated into foseparate zone¥he zones

number Z17 Z-4. The zones only cover the immediate area thatsenatinyand reseatcaround the hill
Bircherknupp

14
Figure14-1, Zone search areds,ixembourgGeoportal (WWIIBRPG)

To show wreckage scattering patterns smcecord significant artifacts virtual gridoverlay covered all
zones The grid was set up witertical and horizontagrids being 10 meters square and a number/letter

system used. The starting grid was givet At the farthest poimorth (humber$ based orrrelevant
wreckage fragments fourathd continued to the South, aettersEastWest direction
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Figurel4-2, Overlay grid on top of Zone Luxembourdseoportal (WWIIBRPG)
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The overlay also aids in tracking different types of material/evidence, as to what area was found and if
similar material is in the associatarka, revealing the sections of the aircraft that had come down and what
direction it came from. It was the thought these findings might support identifying the crash to be that of 4:
38911. Documenting of significant artifact finds is with LUREF, GPSingad using a Garman GPSMAP

64. A datum point was established at (66390E, 124037N) the corner of the crop field bordering the grass
field and fence line road.

The goal was to identify the site positively, of course hoping it was Bull Session. It waspnové¢ anyone

el se incorrect about what aircraft | ay there. U
there should not have been any part of the empennageirtep or landing gear as these parts are

accounted for. The site shoulldosv signs of the fuselage, nose to bulkhead 6, wings, engines, chin turret,
and ball turret. Any other aircraft esite would have the tequrret, tail, and landing gear added. Of course,
postwar salvage had taken the best and primary identifiable comisotiat would have identified the

plane such as serial numbers stamped on the machineguns, radio call plate, aircraft ID tag, vertical
stabilizer, and engines.

Artifacts recovered from an average depth of 10cm or less, the exception was tiieghree s 6. T h e
wreckage pits found along the field edge in zargrid D-9, 10 and11 obviously put there by farmers or
clearrup personnel. The buried pits were just under the surface, to a depth of 20cm, and averaged 5 mete
apart being 1.5 m in diameat They were very helpful as they carried fine examples of debris and shown
importantly the association of material in an area. Under no circumstances were there any plans to engag
recovery of human remains as the DPAA/and local police would be iatbdinectly by phone if any

verifiable human osteon material was discovered, as per agreements set in the permit.

There are several key compmns of the cabin cockpibund in three different zonesne three andfour,
which show how farand wide thecabin hadroken up and spread ovet@0-meterarea. The focus in
zone3 was finding the main data plate of @iecraft, whichcontains the serial number of the plane and
validates the aircraft. This data tag is normally found on the dash just abdlepthieeed WARNING.
Alternatively, the radio all platefound in Z3 as predictetkad to the identity of the wreck, also located on
the dash in front of the Pilot.

There were several pieces of cockpit dash fragments found, mainly 1 zonk3. In zonéhree, the
evidence has been in its original position wher
presents evidence that hit the ground at the moment of impact and stayed in place since November 30, 1
suffering less damage to forasbn (disturbance).

Evidence in Z1, young treesvas perplexing for a while as the pieces had been recently badly damaged but
associated, meaning the smaller pieces are parts of the same bigger piece lying in a nearsareatames
certain pieces found went back together. Later it was realized that afteatineforest was last cut down,

they had a mulching machine go through the area grinding down stumps as well as evidence and throwin
all over.

Disturbance in anpen crop fields foreseeable and anticipatedt still provides a glimpse into an
associated pattewf debris distributed in the area

One can postulatgn simple termsjhe breakup of the vehicle and dynamics as to how it descended by
systematicall plotting wreckage on the groungresentingrientation and patterns of disburdakbris in
zoneone is mainly fom the nose of the cabin to rFialselage (Bulkhead 6), just behind the Ball Tyrret
wings,and engineZone 3 also includes interior wing material from starboard and port sples fuel
bladder fragments
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Somefragments oPlexiglasin zoneone are fronthe nose includinghe astrodome in theombardier
station.

This part is built into the roof of the
navigators astrodome.

The centre metal has an inside thread to
support the weight of a navigators sextent.

Figure 161, Web,
WWIIBRPG

This was sometimes used because the
sextent was quite heavy to hold.

—

Part found in Zone 1

Figure 162, AN 01
20EG04, Diagram of
the nose section shows
the Navigators dome in
the Bombardier,
Navigators section of
the plane. Found in
Zone4.

Figure 65—Forward Section Windows

The cabin was probably broken into two main parts as wéleaspper/lower fuselage. It was surmised from
parts found in zoné Grid D-10, C/D9 are of the nose, inclusive parts of the cockpit, chin,
Bombardier/Navigator position, ballrret with A14 automated gun sight, and outer skin of both wings and
fuselageare present.

A site map (fig 17-1) developedo document significant discoves, illustrateobstacleandthelayout of the
site area. Acombinationof aerialphotographsdrone footage andhapping using GPSompassand aNedo
F-Type (F32) Surve level modified with a laser range finder was used to create the map for as much detail as
needed for the project.
Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020
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Taking into consideration what witnesses had testified, relatives of those who were in the area at the time.
evidenceaecovered from locals, and the geographical data presented. A robust search plan was devised a
implemented beginning summer of 2018. One piece of evidence that was standing out and a mystery was
fragment of a tire. According to Mr. Diederich, thefire agment f ound on site we
shoes, since people had nothing to use-past He claimed it to be the main landing tire. It was actually a
piece of the tail tire, as the part number was on the piece, at the time, the questionldas)edom the

tail section of Bull Session, even if the Tail Gunner was found further NE. Unless this part fell from the
fuselage on the way down?

G

Rear Landing tire
26.00in, S-5

Pn# AN-C-55

Figure 181, WWIIBRPG, Coll. Diederich Figure 18-2

Another dilemma that had to lpat straight was the dispute that this aircraflsont e was sai d t
model and not a -3i&H&D11 awas hae _@Go cmadel 43As ear |l i
be an AF0O model i s based on tBHAE, Apil 1D43uThis pieceangs i n
part of the exhaust collector. Engines were swapped an average of twice per week, due to leaks, break dc
and component failures, etc. Most likely, it is suspected this plane also had an engine swap at some time.
theengine data plate is found, it may lead to identifying the wreck with 100% positivity. This data tag
contains all summery engine data including the engine's serial number, which are recorded in the MACR
(Missing Air Crew Report).

Figure 183, 91 BG, NARA
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In mid-summer 2018 the question of whether it was®/B5 or F was finally answered with the discovery of

the wing data plate. The plate is from the port side outboard wing as indicated by the unit numther 8088
MODEL B-17G.

€ : Mm L)
BRiGGa & PART%# s

i e Figure 192, wel
Figure 191, WWIIBRPG —
Data platé Briggs Manufacturing Co.
MOD B-17G, BRIGGS UNIT No 8088L, GOV SER# 1.497
PT No3BDV-75-4799602, DETROIT MI, FIG11, PG24 [LH]DOOR ASSY

Figure 193,web

Also found in 2019 was pieces of the chin turret, which belonge
19 G models, although very few numbers of F planes had them.

Chin Turret Assembly 5
Arm hanger Pn# 82253|%

Figure 194, web, WWIIBRPG
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R .

Figure -1, Engine data plat&/WIIBRPG Figure 202, The Studebaker CoVWIIBRPG

After 1006s of hours of searching for 4 monthso
of one of the four engine data plates that would identify an engine by serial number. This serial number is
written in the Missing AircrewReport (MACR). If there is a match, then the aircraft might be identified,
there are exceptions, such as an engine swap when an aircraft experienced an engine problem and if the
paperwork were not updated, the numbers would not be reflected. Lookihgsfpaperwork was a huge
undertaking, and did not prevail, but large credit is due to Marilynn for the effort. This found number did nc
match the engine numbers in the MACR for38D11. The number suffered heavy damage but was
managed to be decipheredb&st as could on Spangdahlem Air Base at the Distructive Inspection

(NDI) center. A luminance bioscopy examination was completed; the number appears-636623 It

also matches some numbers found on a fragment of a crankcase-68@er 8s seein these pictures.

Figure 203, Comparisomf enginemaingear cover and serial # paint&d\WIIBRPG, US Air Force
Historical Research Agency, AFHRA.
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Of coursethe primary piece to discover that would identify the aircraft would be the primaryfickgign
tag,locatedon the cockpit dash. This plate provides such data as the date of manufaesasal number
of aircraft, company, and engines.

FLUORESCENT LIGHTS

ON

MANUFACTURERS
ARCRAFT
ASSOCIATION, INC. %
: : mme FLIGHT PANEL
\ MANUFACTURERS
) AIRCRAFT

® ASSOCIATION, INC, FLAPS Ur L DIVING SPEE

BOMB R
D WITH g. e
FLAPS up SHALL NOT EXCEED Jﬂ; ?JF:L..EASLP'E%AP?O‘CJ"RD -
NOT FLY THE AIRPLA| : .

0o
INTERNAL BOMB RAILS REmoven AN OF THE

Figure21-1, web, samplc
Figure 212, comparisson, dash frag found B8 ZVWIIBRPG

Figure 2123 Radio Call Plate, WWIIBRPG

IN CONCLUSION

The discovery of the radio call plate led to the final definite identificaifdhe plane and thus, the

discovery of the mission and what happened to it, as to the crew too. There still has been no MACR or
mishap report found on this incident, for reasons not yet known. Although it did not turn out to be the
primary aircraft in se&h of, a 75year mystery has been resolved and records corrected. The 4 search
seasons also engaged a variety of so many helpful and friendly local people of the area from the villages,
hunters, forest workers, community leadership the farmers, and tedtsmall town historians, all of

which are grateful to have met and grown to know, and appreciative for their help and understanding. It is
also an honor and pleasure to be conversing with family members of the crex\889413 who have given

so much asstance. The search for-88911, Bull Session is ongoing and recent finds this summer may
have led to another discovery that appears to be a good suspect in the mystery.

There were numerous artifacts found, some personal. Unfortunately, none of thefmeddenany one

person in the crew. Such as a piece of the Navigator's map divider, which bears a name, not of the crew, |
could have been given to the Navigator, or left on board from a previous crew as crews continually chang
and swapped planes. Alsfound was a watch that suffered heavy damage, this watch was only the internal
part and bad luck would not give the backplate that may have had the serial number and name of the own
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An enlisted mandés belt buckl ashbbughtmzbr. $ralbparts and ma r k
pieces that give visual to the men on board that flew it. A thought of, why was a watch found if no one wer
killed in the crash. An assumption would be, how would you have looked at the watch to tell time with so
many layes of heavy leather jackets, and gloves o/2atdegrees? Take it off before high flight and hang it
up near your station? In addition, many crews brought some sort of extra clothes, toiletries in case of a
diverting flight and they ended up going to dretdestination to get back.

Fromall these parts and piecesadditionto patternsof debris scattered, pretty good idea of whéte
crash site havemmay havdooked like aftetthe aircraftfell through the aihitting the grounatan be imagined
This scenerendered to illustratthisimage based on what the evidengmeesentedand the interpretation of
thatevidencewhich can be the only speaking witness.

It is also surmised that the small amount of debris found at the top of the fielchall alsfined area are
parts that most likely were left behind or fell from larger pieces when the wreckage was dragged from the
lower area to be loaded for transport to theysdealer.

Copyright 2019, WWIIBRPG, P Murphy

Figure 221, rendering of the crash scene after hittmgground. Luxembourg GeoportstyWIIBRPG,
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Another rendering was what may have been the replay of what it looked like when the plane came into the
ground in the last moments. The aircraft came in from the NE direction, banked left, dippeaydgwnri
touching the rightving, and then folded, then turning over and breaking apart.

Debris brought up for
rap transport here

E 5°58'33.6"

bl 4 i
Engine-3 . Cabin+turret.

Engine-1 lands here

Figure 231
Whatit may have looked like as when the plane struck the ground from the Nortbeasirtal, WWIIBRPG

All evidence found at the site ibeen cleaned, photographed, cataloged, tagged, and recorded in a digital
file. Items that were identifiable by part number were painstakingly over the winter months looked up in
various references and parts catalogs. There are 400+ itemized artifaatalir in the parts listing.

Although noted in daily field notes, 100s of thousands of pieces that are merely fragments having no
diagnostic value, are too numerous to log without numbers include Plexiglas, Laminated Phenolic
compressed board, Formica bahavarious forms of aluminum from wings, structure, frame, and stations. In
addition, a variety of materials to include leather, rubber (seals, fuel bladder), glass, textile, wiring,
insulation, and fabrics are noted and either described or identifiau passible, some identifying is

ongoing. Numerous electronic connectors, components, life support such as oxygen systems,
communications, and armament systems comprising pieces of4h&ukomated Gun Sight, Norden
components, and .50 cal. TypelE Gun Mount Adaptor, navigational equipment comprising the Pioneer
Gyroscopes and various compasses and indicators for them.

The next few pages represent the better examples of items recovered; some are compared to items that <
what the pieces were, or where they went in the aircraft. The majority of the wreckage is respectfully
reburied, in remembering the crew and histdrthe crash site; other items are to be shared with the local
museum/community. Many of the cataloged parts will remain curated for comparison and study; all persor
items traced to owners will be returned to the family.

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020



24

BATTLEFIELDRESEARCH AND PRESERVATION GROUP

WRECKAGE PHOTOSTANNEX-I
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Figure24-1, 2m tapeHundreds of thousands of parts from all sections of the aircraft. Each piece picked up
onei by -one, a lot of bending dowWWIIBRPG

Over 4 summers; there was approximately 345 kg of debris recovered from what was a 30,000 kg aircraft
That included 70+ kg of .50 ammo turned over to the Luxembourg Army. With all primary means of
identifying the aircraft gone, one could only hope to find a clue in laundry markings, dog tags, call plates,
engine plates, or an a/c serial number on sometAigyeat deal of relentless research through countless

hours of reading manuals, technical bulletins, parts catalogs, engineers notes, pilots manuals, and 100s o
internet sites.

Many of the pieces had numbers on them, many do not, for those withdudy®ilook for something that

is the same, compare it with photos, and sometimes that luck of finding a duplicate item that may be in
better condition can help. Restoration photos and museum pieces have helped greatly, as have nostalgic
vintage sites foselling parts to hobbyists and collectors. This type of detective work would have taken yeat
and lots of time in museums, archives, and history flight organizations in the past, not that it would be
boring.
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Personaland necessaries

Figure 251, Navigatormap divider, R H KahlewwIIBRPG

Map Divider found in Zond,, Section 10Grid-D, name scratched in B. H Kahle research ongoin@vwilBRPG)

EEEEEET T T
NEEEEEED

‘I‘HE]III11||7|H|III1I|QI![II:‘IIQHIHuui;g" TR
| o LT B L
Figure 25 2, WWIIBRPG Figure 253, pocketknife Z-1, WWIIBRPG

Update ommap dividerartifact from 2018

Found with the name R H. Kahl&.map divider found ZL mightbelong to one of the following US\F airmen,
with the name on it. List of Richard Kahle:

Richard Hollis Kahle #5780624, 19 Oct 19231983

Richard Kahle 043148868, 29 April 19201987, AF

Richard H. Kahlg 12122067

Richard-Henrykahle,-07225872It USAAFT no longer suspect as he was killedipropeller accident in the US

July,1944.

lace hook, Z-1, 2018

2 5

Figure 254, Bootlace loop, Z, WWIIBRPG Figure 255, Glove fragmentweb, WWIIBRPG
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Figure 261, US belt buckle, Web,
WWIIBRPG

Enlisted mans brass belt buckle
Z-1,2018

Fiaure 262, Z-3, WWIIBRPG, web

These watches were either issuec
to officers in the Air Corps or
bought privately The watch would
have backing on it that may have
given the name and a serial
number of the owner. Finding the
back would be of significant
discovery, as it would identify a
crewmember and confirm the
aircraft in question. This very
important find was diovered in
the field Z1, Grid A-14. The
found artifact is on the left
compared to a pristine example o
e the right and below. Figure 28§
....... " web, WWIIBRPG

Elgin 539 USAAF A-11 watch
Found Z-1, Grid A-14,2018
Produced 1943/44
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Figure 271, EverReady shaving razor, made in  Figure 272, a variety of buckles for seat straps, parachute, ar
Englandcompared to a neane Web, WWIIBRPG  clothing. WWIIBRPG

Figure 273, WWIIBRPG Figure 274, leather fragment8yWIIBRPG

Here is an assortment of Flip the Dot snaps, haell,strap ends. Many of these went to several
different types of canvas bags for first aid, flair kits, maintenance bags for tools, and more
everyday things on board.

Fragments of leather sometimes found include glove fragments, headgear, shoe, aagefame

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020
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Communications

Figure 281, Located in zone3, this
microphone was found on the very
edge of the zone and may be the
farthest found object. It went to the A
6 oxygen mask. Web, WWIIBRPG

Jack Box BC-366

Figure 282, AN 01-20EG4

Here aresome typical
intercommunication equipment
for all crewmembers, radio
operator, pilotand ©-pilot.
Crews could talk to each other
while jacked into the system.
The 354 male plugs coming
from the headds could be
configured in several different
combinations. Somsets were
plugged into the ME85C

¢354 Headset Adapter, and
sometimes it may have been
jacked into the BE366 Jack
Box. Most crewmembers had
the SW141 Switch that hung
around the neck, they could
unplug and move about the
cabin/fuselage and plug into
communications BE66 box
along the wall in stations they
were working.

HS-33 Headset bar

Switch/SW-141

Red gheld p

Headset a%)ter MC-385C
=0
y

2t 7 Headset speaker HS-33

Fiaure 283. Communications accessories. web. WWIIBRP(
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Helmet, Flying, Type B5, web, WwIIBRPG

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020

Figure 291, on the left, is the
remains of a BE366 Intercom box
(Insolation Co.) shown with a well
preserved exampl&Veb,
WWIIBRPG

Figure 292, some neat and
interesting objects found are the
pieces and fragments of headset:
They are represented by a couple
of different types onboard to
include the B6 flying helnet with
built-in speakers, thANB H1 and
HB-7 headset, and adjusters.
Pieces of leather and snaps, as
well as buckle strap, ends. We ce
only imagine who wore them and
what conversations went through
the headsets.
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THIRD ANGLE PROJECTION
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Figure 302, ceramic isolator
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Antenna Relay Unit BC-442

RADIO SET SCR-274

Figure 301, antenna assemblies
were throughout the ship. Left
was an antenna mast, a piece of
the original antenna wire was stil
connected. Also shown is an
isolator and two small antaa
cable connectors. Righg a

highly sensitive (calibrated) feed
horn for probably one of the
Navigatianal inputs, similar to a
modernday satellite connection?
WWIIBRPG, AN 01:20EG4

Modulator Unit BC-456

Radjo Control Box BC-451

Radio Control Box BC-450

TOTAL WEIGHT 79 LBS,

Figure 303, Radio systems configation
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7
CANNON EL .
DEVELOPMIENT » e

MULTI-CONTACT ELECTRIC CONNECTORS
D-C Solenoids » Signal Equipment « Electrical Specialties

1 r =3
s || Type AN ARMr.MAvY AtsONAVTICAL

All and anything electronic and controllec
needed to be connected in some way to
huge system of communications for
equipment to talk to each other and for ti
operators. All thisnterconnectingvas
accomplished through the huge variety ¢
Amphenoli American Phenolic Corp and
Harwoodcannon plugs and connectors.

AMERICAN PHENOLIC CORPORATION
Chicago 50, Ilinais
IN TORONTO * AMPHENOL LIMITED

Casential 2uality Parts for the RADIO-ELECTRONIC Jndustry

Copyright by U. C. P., ine. © M-21

Figure 311, Web, WWIIBRPG

Figure 313, Fragments of the Radio
Compass Loop (RDF Radio Directional
Finder) LR21-A Bakelite cover, the
AFootball 06 on the
the plane was also found. There was a
variety of antenna on the plane for
navigation direction, Gyros, transmitters
receivers, beacon markers, and, of cour
communications, SCR69F

Copyright WWIIBRPG, 2020

Figure31-2, Amphenol

SCR-269-G UNCLASSIFIED

Radio Control Box BC-434-A

Indicator [-81-A  majcator 1-82-A

Relay BK-22-E

RADIO COMPASS SCR-269-G TOTAL WEIGHT 98 LBS.

Component Nomenclature
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Armament

Figure 321. Here, this brace
assembly part found in-Z, Grid-
D, and is | ocat
aircraft to support the chin turret.
web, WWIIBRPG

Chin Turret Assembly |
Arm hanger Pn# 822531%

Figure 322, Top Turret fragments found inZ, Web, WWIIBRPG Figure 32-3, web, WWIIBRPG
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